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evils, but likewise in their efforts to improve their
future condition.

Pre-existenee of the Soul.

One point is sometimes left in the dark, namely,
how it is that we, who have no recollection of
what we did in a former life, nay, who know
nothing of that former life beyond its mere
existence, should nevertheless be made to suffer
for our former deeds or misdeeds. But why
should we remember our former life, if we do
not even remember the first two, three, or four
years of our present life ? The belief expressed
by Wordsworth that

'The soul that rises with us, our life's star,
Has had elsewhere its setting
And cometh from afar/

is possibly by this time a general belief; but
the belief which is based on it, that our star in
this life is what we made it in a former life,
would probably sound strange, as yet, to many
ears. Now it seems as if some teachers of the
Vedanta had felt that the Karman, or the acts
for which we suffer in this life or for which we